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Bear 2a rry, 

I write this after a single reading of Cohen’ a "Mixon Bug By* tea Simple" in today's 
? ost. ft is not injamded as criticism. It is an expression of regrets, that 
like this story wasn't done whan I first suggested it to you, after the existence of tho 
eye tea became known, and that Cohen didn’t do further nVm«ir*«g because he has left seas 
of the I c#y questions I had in Bind when I first wrote you jmd unanswered, 

% am wot an expert in these natters hut I have had extensive experience with as 
assortment of recorders In different situations, including the most adverse acoustics 
and early and Inexpensive veioe activation. 



Oahen’s is a good piece. It does make unequivocal that, in Sal Upset's words, 

m m m **** about alleged quality and sophistication 
is bullshit or impractical for the purposes of the hugging, It rewinds se of what I then 
itnaw and this story contradicts for the first tins publicly, that McCord* equipment 
ma a Joke. She Most went for that one, and it is One of the early conditioning factors, 
lbs workings of the Bepartaent of I&einf creation cm this whole Watergate business have 
bean rati air affective and the papers have bean suekered regularly. 

WMl© it is not sy major purpose, let me tell you a little story about Upset and this 
stuff I have called bullshit, the f quality" jess. I was at his place once and then wondered 
idsy. It was loaded with what did look like the most sophisticated equipment, tjj&jawfr 2h# 
ostensible purpose was t© be Interviewed for a talk stem* on tape. With all that high-olaas 
•***» the interviewer, supposedly a friend of Upset*#, Med his own portable tape recorder 
and s single mike. I esa’t remember any interview or any shew except with a panel where 
there was Bore than one slke. Ives on If, whesethe iavalier Bike la common, I have dene 
shews where two guests shared a single stand mike.fhia interviewer ue^U^set'a **»<»# 
roe». net an aeoustioally^prepardd place, and get broadcast quality. 

m* it happened that there were mm yeug eollege kids in the lm Angeles area who 
were supposed to do sene interviewing. Upset had two Concord 330 machines he was to 
have . 1st then have. I happen still to have two identical aachlnes. They were cheap, as 
I remember it shout ttQQ each in 1964,- when J get the*. They are voice-activated. Shis 
l«w price included everything, sH*» voice-activation, ete. W»m mm they did wee 
good enough for a real pee like Upset to use ths* nrcdk«aiaBany .(l used the 
activation for one think only, to save a hand. I Used the machine for making iyv te# , the 
second for By wife to use in transcribing. The aligitest sound would start them up and 
the problem of the gap from the instant of the sound was never serious for my wife, with 
fc&ee the gap compared with Nixon's. Slowest speed on this ^encord model is i ?/8. 



As soon as tbs identification of the Sony model was first public I asked a reporter 
(retired) friend in a distant city to consult a friend ef hie about ita capabilities. Sis 
friend has a fcb.fi shop. I remember his repertiag that it had l$/U oapabiUty. fhie is 
m inly way you can get sir hours m a single side ef a five-inch reel. However, it is 
sis solid hours of sound, not six elapsed hours, even though seises like sirens edit &oti- 
vate the machines. *we machines, It hours. And remember, the locator was the initial control. 
It overtrade the voiee-aativatiQtt.il get to Washington too infrequently to have gotten the 
epees on this machine hut if you have then I would welcome a copy and if you wait ae to 
infix* you of anything Z May see or suspect, I*U he glad It, 

What is ef immediate interest, except all the "inaudibles* and things like that is 
how so ouch can he lest. Sere Cohen was gulled* as was whosever edited his piece. Unless 
***** §•' ** autoBati»*r«dsd feature on the aachihe, which I do m helieVe to be common, 

!• j» m? Mor it to start all ever and areas itself as it records anew. I believe 
«e ®aohinethat do have automatic reversal. If this one did, then it* unattended 
capability would have been four tines six hours because the machines are two— track and 
each track records independently. Shis is also negated by the explanation that on that 
Sunday, April 15, the tape just ran out. 
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Automatic shutoff is not uncommon. 

But it seems to me that any condition permitting the end of taping negated Mixon* s 
purposes. Besides, he is never without a Secret Service escort which could have watched 
the machines. 

I am again suggesting that it is time for definitive arithmetic. A t is just too 
convenient that the taps allegedly ran out when it did because it would seem apparent 
that it coincided with conversations of criminal nature. 1 am confident I know some of 
this of that day and even more confident with other mysterious disappearances of recorded 
'Words. 

Bet me toll you two little stories* one to illustrate the capabilities of cheap 
Sony equipment Wave of which 1 b not good) and one to perhaps amuse. 

This same retired report friend gave me a little Sony fC 40 very portable cassette 
machine with built-in. Hike to use in ay interviews. Barnes Bari Bay’s voice records poorly* 
tod the conditions in the maxtouffl-seourity Jail in which 1 interviewed him were terrible. 

All six surfaces were concrete. 1 had used a more expensive machine with external mike 
I could point right at him and it didn’t get everything. Some of those tapes are in- 
comprehensible. But from the time X started using the TC 40 I never lost a word, of hi* 
or any of toe other four prisoners I interviewed id toe same Jail or in Leavenworth, also 
concreted in. 1 followed the undeviating practise of having the built-in mike point directly 
at Say or the others. 1 was always iH ISO 9 in the opposite direction. Mo one of my words 
was ever lost. 1 never needed toe extra-sensitive external mike Sony makes, with built- 
in preamp. It is cheap, selling for about fJO. the inexpensive built-in mike is that 
sensitive. And oanidireotioaal. In fact* until he got Me own machine* this made a proxies 
when 1 played back and dubbed toe interviews for toe lawyers. By other cassette machine 
had been intercepted once on one of the several occasions on which my baggage was. (dace 
a brand now typewriter* was destroyed with real professionalism, without leaving a 
scratch on toe case.) This other machine has the record mechanism tampered with m 
expertly that *H toe services available to the Mew Orleans police could not repair it. 

The factory has made at least a half-dozen unsuccessful efforts and 1 can’t afford to 
replace all that was jiggered with. Bo, 1 use it for playback only, tfctil Laser got his 
OSS aaehihe like ay Sony* when we dubbed directly to it by cable, 1 played toe tapes 
on the old aafiMmi and them ter havini? the 33340 teilltHUa l Atei pick thaia up 

new tapes. The Sony was when we wanted to discuss anything we had to Into 

both machines off net to pick up what we were saying. Where interest is in toe voice, toe 
Cost Of the equipment is net a real factor, This also is a ffOO machine. 

There was a time when 1 kept one of these old Conerpdde with voice-activation near 
ay phone, for two reasons. Occasionally a witness would' call me and Z could then record 
toe interview. Less frequently I got threats. But % never used the voioe-aetivation mode. 

It has five different modes of operation* and it is not possible to shift by accident. 

1 used toe one in which it was possible to use a suction-cup phone pickup and it alone. 
However, twice after Z was away from home Z returned to find this machine switched to toe 
voice-activation node. Ones Z* stopped using that machine, this coincidence ended. Other 
indications of intrusion, by toe way, have net. Bn toe second «y wife and Z» by lev** 
arrangement, both had medical appointments In Washington, so we were both gone for toe 
day. Of toe several indications that someone had been in toe house in our absence is toe 
disappearance of toe plaatif bon in which ^Z kept my return-address labels. 1 can’t 
imagine why anyone would want It, but Z ^lhao have kept it in toe same place for years. 

SO, Z hope toe missing pieces of this tope-equipcient story will be followed up. 

Zf Cohen has any details he did not use* 1 would like to knew them. 



Sincerely, 



